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From Meaning to Structure: An Analysis of the Purpose and
Architecture of the Soltaniyeh Dome within the Context of
Ilkhanid Civilization

Faezeh Ansari chaharsoghi’

Abstract

The Dome of Soltaniyeh, as the most outstanding architectural monument of the
llkhanid period, represents a turning point in the semantic and technical evolution
of Iranian-Islamic architecture. This study, titled "From Meaning to Structure: An
Analysis of the Purpose and Architecture of the Soltaniyeh Dome within the Context of
llkhanid Civilization," seeks to uncover the multilayered reality of this work through the
interconnection between spiritual motivations and engineering innovations. Adopting
a descriptive-analytical approach and drawing upon historical data and authoritative
scholarly sources—including the works of Pope, Goharin, Wilber, and Blair—three
semanticlayersunderlyingthe formation of the Soltaniyeh monument are systematically
examined: first, the political dimension, pertaining to the consolidation of Ilkhanid
authority and the establishment of a new capital; second, the religious dimension,
reflecting the Shi'i leanings of Sultan Muhammad Khudabandeh (Oljaitii) and his efforts
to decentralize the Abbasid Caliphate; and third, the scientific-cultural dimension,
manifesting the superiority of Iranian engineering through the invention of the double-
shell dome, realized for the first time in the history of world architecture. The findings
of this research indicate that Soltaniyeh, far from being merely a royal mausoleum,
constitutes a civilizational manifesto in the transition from Mongol rule to Islamic
Iran—a place where meaning, faith, and reason are embodied in a precise geometry. This
conjunction of meaning and structure provides a fundamental model for the analysis
of post-llkhanid architectural discourse, particularly during the Timurid and Safavid
periods.

Keywords: Soltaniyeh Dome, llkhanid Civilization, Architectural Semantics.
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