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Abstract

Religious spaces in Iranian cities have always played social, cultural, and identity roles
beyond their religious function. As one of the oldest and most religious cities in Iran,
the city of Isfahan is considered a suitable platform for interaction between religion
and social identity due to its neighborhood-based structure and density of religious
spaces. In the traditional context of this city, mosques and holy places have been not
only places of worship and religious ceremonies, but also centers of social decision-
making, charitable activities, and maintaining neighborhood ties. These spaces have
gradually become centers of neighborhood identity and collective memory. Accordingly,
the present study aims to analyze the role of mosques and holy places in giving identity
to urban neighborhoods in Isfahan, with an emphasis on the neighborhoods of Sichan
and Pachenar. Research Method: The research method is descriptive-analytical with a
historical approachbased onwritten sources and oral historyresearchfromtheresidents
of these neighborhoods. Findings and results: The findings show that these spaces, in
addition to their religious function, are a platform for strengthening trust, creating social
networks, and perpetuating cultural values. As aresult, strengthening the role of religious
spacesinurban policymaking can pave the way for the revival of local identity and cultural
sustainability in Iranian cities..
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