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Analysis of the historical background and socio-cultural
functions of the Jacob (Yaqub) tomb of Prophet in Ramshir

Mohammad Etabi’

Abstract

The tomb attributed to Prophet Jacob in the village of Khezriyit, Ramshir County, is
oneofthemostimportant and lesser-known examples of religious-historical architecture
in southwestern Iran. This building, which has gained a spiritual place in the collective
memory of the people of the region by being attributed to one of the prophets of the
Children of Israel, has, over the past centuries, served as a place of gathering, refuge,
and resting place for trade caravans in times of crisis and insecurity, in addition to its
pilgrimage function. Despite these multiple functions, no comprehensive and systematic
research has been conducted onits history, architecture, and specific functions. The main
question of this research is what is the historical background and architectural features
of the Prophet Jacob's tomb, what roles it has played in the cultural and social spheres,
and what factors threaten its survival? This research was conducted with a descriptive-
analytical approach and based on library data, field studies, direct observation, and
interviews with the local community. Findings indicate that the tomb has a rectangular
plan, an elliptical double-shell dome set on a short drum, an eastern entrance iwan with
a pointed arch, and two short cylindrical minarets. The main materials of the building
are adobe, mud, and brick, and its architectural pattern is close to the "Timurid-Safavid"
traditions;apatternthat was formed in harmony with the region's climatic conditions and
economic constraints, and emphasizes simplicity and functionality instead of elaborate
decorations. Studies also show that a combination of factors such as natural erosion,
humidity, and regional winds, along with unprincipled interference and lack of scientific
documentation, have put the tomb at serious risk. The research results emphasize
the need to implement principled restoration and conservation programs, register
and introduce the monument in the form of cultural-religious tourism, and utilize the
capacities of the local community in its sustainable conservation.

Keywords: Prophet Jacob (Yaqub) Ramshir Tomb, Local history, Brick-adobe
architecture, Timurid-Safavid, Cultural heritage protection.
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