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Stucco in Iranian architecture with a view to the decorations of
the stucco inscriptions of the Pir Bakran monument

Sare Pour Sha'banian’

Abstract

From the past until now, inscriptions have been considered as written documents in
architecture. The existence of inscriptions with Quranic verses and divine names written
on them has a unique place in religious architecture, especially mosques, religious and
non-religious monuments. These living historical documents differ from each other
in terms of time, place, and location in various buildings, as well as the materials used
in their construction. The materials used in the inscriptions included, in addition to
the background of formation, the decorations of the inscription. Plaster, as one of the
ancient materials in Iranian architecture, has been widely used in the construction and
decoration of inscriptions and all kinds of prominent geometric and Arabesque designs
have been created with this material. By using plaster in various buildings and religious
places, artists have displayed unparalleled brilliance and transparency in their religious
masterpieces. Among the prominent monuments of Isfahan province, the Pir Bakran
Monument, as one of the buildings of the Islamic Middle Ages, has prominent stucco
inscription decorations. The present article is a theoretical research using a descriptive-
analytical method andis based onwritten sources and studies from library sources and its
goalistofind a perspective onthe history of stuccoinIranianartand tore-read the text of
the stucco inscriptions on the Pir Bakran monument in Isfahan.

Keywords: Inscription art, Pir Bakran monument, Decorations, Plastering.
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