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A newly discovered petition from the people of Neyshabur
to the Ministry of Owqaf and Education regarding Shahzade
Mohammad Hashem Mirza’s seizure of the Moqufat of
Imamzadeh Mohammad Mahrouq (AS)

Naser Haghshenas'

Abstract

In this research, a newly discovered petition sent by the people of Neyshabur to
the Ministry of Owqaf and Education during the Qajar period has been analyzed. This
petition,whichwas prepared regarding the encroachment on the Moqufat of Imamzadeh
Mohammad Mahrouq (AS), it is kept in the petition collection of the National Library and
Documentation Center of Iran Itis one of the valuable historical documents that provides
unique information about the condition of the holy shrine of Imamzadeh Mohammad
Mahroug (AS) during the reign of Ahmad Shah Qajar. Based on the investigations
conducted, the residents of Neyshabur have stated in this petition that Mohammad
Hashem Mirza, known as Afsar and nicknamed Sheikh-ul-Raees, has misused his political
influence and encroached on the Moqufat of this Imamzadeh. This document not only
clearly demonstrates the conflicts and challenges associated with the management of
Moqufat during the Qajar period; it also reflects the social and religious concerns of the
society of that time. The importance of this petition lies in the fact that the information
provided initis not found in any other historical source and therefore, it can be used as a
primary and reliable source for researchers in the field of social, religious, and economic
history of the Qajar period. This document also enlightener on some of the interactions
betweenreligious, political,and social institutionsduring that period and it can contribute
significantly to a better understanding of the power structure and relationships that
governed Iranian society during the Qajar era.

Keywords: Petition, Neyshabur, Shahzade Mohammad Hashem Mirza, Imamzadeh
Mohammad Mahrougq (AS), Ministry of Owgaf and Education.
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