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Functionality of the wagqf institution in the blessed monuments
and Islamic tombs (A case study of Takhte Fulad of Isfahan)

Sayyed mostafa tabatabaey’

Abstract

Wagfinstitution is one of the most important and effective social religious institutions
throughout history, which has been able to have a great impact on the creation and
dynamics of civilizations due to its special capacities. In the Islamic civilization, the waqgf
institution has been able to make aspecial contributionto the growth and development of
thecivilizationof thisreligion due to the confirmation and emphasis of the Islamic religion
based on benevolence and altruism. One of the places in Islamic civilization that has an
unbreakablelink betweentheworldly andthe afterlifeisthe graves and cemeteries,which
are of particular interest to the Islamic community. Today, there are many cemeteries
in Islamic civilization that are safe and places of pilgrimage for Muslims and owe their
dynamism to this civilizational institution. In this article, by using the method of library
and document study and field study, we are trying to answer the question that what are
the different functions of the Waqf institution in Islamic cemeteries, especially Takhte
Fulad of Isfahan? The results of this research show that, firstly, the Waqgf institution had
a great impact on the creation of cemeteries and in most of the takayas that are placed
for the purpose of burying the dead, moqufat have been created and secondly, since
this place is a place of pilgrimage for people, the Waqf institution has played a role in
facilitating pilgrimage and thirdly, this place is the burial place of great wagqifs, whose life
review would be incomplete without mentioning their moqufat and charitable activities.
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