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Analyzing the understanding of religious knowledge in the
light of “sense of place” in blessed monuments (Case of study:
Isfahan medical students’ trip to Atabat; Hamim project 1402)

Zahra abyar’
Mohmmad mehrabi koshki?

Abstract

Religious knowledge is usually defined as a part of individual or population identity,
common life experience and relationship with religious and sacred concepts and places.
This understanding and recognition may be acquired through reflective and spiritual
processes, religious and historical education, and life experiences. As a result, religious
knowledge can be effective as a basic axis for understanding and determining individual
and social identity and connection with religious and spiritual concepts. One of the
aspects that can be effective in studying and understanding religious knowledge is the
concept of “sense of place”. The sense of place as a deep inner human characteristic
affects his relationship with places and spaces. Due to the importance of this issue,
in this article, the understanding of religious knowledge in the light of “sense of place”
was analyzed with the qualitative method of content analysis and interviews with
students on a pilgrimage to shrines and teaching religious knowledge in these places.
It was found that the examination of people’s experiences and their relationship with
sacred environments shows that the concept of sense of place plays arole in the process
of religious understanding and experience and shows its relationship with religious
knowledge. Analyzing text data, video, photos, as well as collaborative observation,
comprehensive topics such as “suspension of objects”, “alignment of space and data”,
“reading and contiguity”, “subject of being”, “sense of connected existence” indicate the
experiences of student pilgrims, which in the light of the sense of place has been effective
in improving their understanding of religious knowledge.

Keywords: religious knowledge, sense of place, medical students of Isfahan, Hamim
project, blessed monuments, Atabat.
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