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Investigation of Akhies monasteries in Ottoman territory

Masoumeh Darsar’

Abstract

Organized as Moqufeh institutions, the Akhi monasteries were one of the most
influential components in the history of the Ottoman Empire who had a great influence
in propagating and expanding the Sufi and religious beliefs of the Akhi in the Ottoman
territory, and subsequently in the spiritual, cultural, social, economic and political life of
the Ottoman state and they played a role as an important element in the establishment
of relations between the Akhes and the Ottoman society. The fundamental demand
of the present research is to investigate the customs of Akhigari organizations in the
monasteries of the Ottoman Empire, the expansion and decline of the Akhies monastery
as a result of the interactive and confrontational relations between the Ottoman
rulers and the Akhies and the role of the Akhies monastery in the spiritual, cultural,
commercial and economic relations of the Akhi with the Ottoman government. The
research method in this study is the descriptive-analytical method and the method
of collecting library information. The results and achievements of this research show
that since the establishment of the Ottoman government, there have been relations
between this government and the Akhies organizations And the Ottoman government
has allocated many Moqufat and monasteries in different parts of its territory for the
Akhies. With the expansion of monasteries and Akhi organizations, the principles and
beliefs of Akhies were spread in the Ottoman territory and due to popular acceptance
and religious tolerance, it has caused many social, political and economic developments
in the Ottoman society; but gradually with the increase of the central stability of the
Ottoman government, The empowerment of Sheikh Al-Islami school and institution, and
the emergence of the Janissary Corps, which was the political and military power base of
the Ottoman government and had a deep connection with sects such as Baktashiyeh; the
organization of Akhies and their monasteries lost their importance and the government
dissolved most of the Akhies monasteries.

Keywords: Monastery, Sufism, Akhies, Ottoman Empire.
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