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A re-reading of the literal meaning of the word minaret with
an emphasis on the minarets of the first Islamic era

Zahra Pourshabanian'

Abstract

In terms of function and structure, minarets are considered as one of the most prominent
forms of architecture in the scope of Islamic civilization. The existential philosophy of these
special buildings in the Islamic era was formed in line with the victory of Islam in conquered
lands and a place to invite Muslims to pray, and they gradually became a symbol of government
authority in the development of architectural patterns and urban development, to the extent
that high minarets in the identity of Islamic cities, with their characteristic structural and
decorative forms, have become a symbol of political power, religious power and social power
of governments in the spread of Islam and an indicator of Islamic civilization. In addition to the
political and artistic importance, the religious attitude towards this architectural structure
has also been considered. It has been mentioned in the Qur>an, narrations and hadiths with
different interpretations, such as guidance, burning torch, minaret and guide sign, as well as
the position of the call to prayer. Now this question comes to mind that to what extent the
meaning and application in the design of the minarets of the Islamic era are intertwined? In
the present article, it is a basic-theoretical research with a religious-historical approach in
a descriptive-analytical way and based on written and library sources, and its purpose is to
know the conceptual position of the word minaret from the perspective of the Quran and
religious traditions. In line with the above goal, the concept of the word minaret and its root,
which is light, are re-read from the perspective of the Quran and specific religious sources,
taking into account its interpretations in terms of meaning, and in line with its meaning,
prominent minarets in the early Islamic centuries , are taken into consideration.

Key words: Islamic era, Minaret, Quran, Ahadiths, Mosque.
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