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Explaining the Safavid governmentss cultural approach to the
highest shrines

Mohammad Bagher Khazaili!

Abstract

The Safavid government considered the core of Shia spirituality to be the love of the Ahl
al-Bayt, and by developing and honoring the position of the highest shrines in the eyes of the
Shias, they tried to expand the Shia religion and culture for their own benefit. In this research,
we arelooking for an answer to the question, what is the cultural position of the highest shrines
in the Safavid government, and what was the attitude of the kings of this government towards
these holy places? The Safavid kings who introduced themselves as descendants of Imam
Musa Kazem (a.s.) and chose the Shia religion and mixed religious and political leadership,
Most of all, they rushed to visit shrines at every opportunity and benefited from visiting these
places and special religious practices. In the field of burying the dead and civil reconstruction,
tombs were of particular interest to the Safavid kings. Shah Ismail | founded Mashhad
Kazemin and Shah Tahmasb paid most of his attention to the holy shrine of Karbala and Shah
Abbas | did not fail to do any service to Amir al-Mu>minin, and then Shah Safi continued their
path and completed the half-finished actions of the kings before him. Also, from the aspect of
cultural approach, the findings of the research show that the Safavids in order to attract the
hearts of Shiites and gain their support, establishing strong and deep-rooted links between
the land and history of Irag and the beliefs of the Iranian nation, spreading the Shia religion
and putting pressure on the Ottoman government and the promotion of Shia culture in this
land did not neglect any religious and cultural activities. Of course, the personal beliefs of the
pious Safavid kings should be taken into account in relation to pilgrimage cities. The current
research is organized by descriptive-analytical method and relying on library studies.Key
words: strategic planning, religious tourism, blessed monuments, swot technique.
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