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Construction of womenss social identity in the act of
pilgrimage. (case study of Arbaeen walk)

Zahra abyar

Abstract

Social identity is one of the most prominent layers of identity that a person creates
continuously and everyday and supports in his reflective activities. This identity expresses
the characteristics that connect the individual or group to the society and is formed in the
dialectical encounter between the individual and the society, in a sense, identity is the self that
a person creates. Talking about women»s social identity is one of the important topics today,
which is influenced by various factors. Attending pilgrimages and trips such as the Arbaeen
walk is one of these situations that is related to social identity. That is, pilgrimage is the field
through which women take action and build their social identity. «Women»s Pilgrimage» is a
special type of pilgrimage that is considered due to environmental and cultural elements, the
reasons for doing the action by activists, functions, damages, consequences, application, etc
and even today, this type of pilgrimage is more welcomed and increased by women than in
the past. Due to the importance of this issue, in this research, the construction of womenss
social identity in Arbaeen walking was discussed with the phenomenological method. It
was found that women pilgrims during the Arbaeen pilgrimage build their social identity
through «self-suspension», «seeking legitimacy from the subjectivity of women in Shia
history» and «legitimate absence from the official space» and «agency and emerging life». The
act of pilgrimage removes women pilgrims from stereotyped environments and traditional
structures and places them in a specific time and place without predetermined boundaries.
Also, by looking at the subjectivity of women in Shia history and identifying with the prisoners
of the Karbala caravan, they are freed from their objectivity and experience their subjectivity
in the form of a new identity. In the act of Arbaeen walking, the woman has revised her
previous beliefs about ability and she experiences herself as an agency in the emergence, and
as a result of this action, the Arbaeen walk is considered a rethinking factor.

Key words: social identity, women, Arbaeen walk, act of pilgrimage., Sassani.
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