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Reconstruction and development of blessed monuments, a jihadi
act (transformative initiative) in contemporary times

Bagqir Ebrahimi’

Abstract

The holy shrines of the Imams and their descendants, as symbols of the religious,
cultural, and historical identity of Shia and Islam, are, on the one hand, the focus of
attention of lovers of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), and on the other hand, the target of threats
and destruction by the enemies of Islam. This article examines the enemies' goals in
destroyingthese holy sites and analyzes therole of rebuilding and restoring the shrines of
theinfallible Imams (the Shia Imams AS) and their children and grandchildren asacultural
andspiritualjihad. The article examines theissueinadescriptive-analytical manner based
on a historical study, stating that the main goal of restoring these holy places is not only
to restore the buildings, but also as a movement to preserve Islamic identity, strengthen
spirituality, and resist the conspiracies of enemies to destroy the heritage of Shia and
Islam. This article shows how the reconstruction of the blessed monuments as a specific
jihadi act has resisted the destructive efforts of enemies and helped strengthen unity,
identity, and spirituality in the Islamic community. Finally, this research emphasizes that
thereconstruction of the holy shrines is more than adevelopment project, itis areligious-
cultural mission and ajihadi movement to preserve Islam and honor the culture of the Ahl
al-Bayt (AS).

Keywords: Reconstruction, Blessed monuments, Imams and Imams' Descendants,
Jihad.

1. Member of the faculty of the Center for Islamic Education and Persian Literature, Isfahan University of
Technology.
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