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A Rereading of the Themes of the Inscriptions of the Jame'
Mosque (Congregational Mosque) of Hamedan

Zahra Purshabanian’

Abstract

In Iranian art and architecture, inscriptions have been considered valuable written
documents since the past. These living historical documents differ from each other in
terms of the time, place, and position of their placement in various buildings, and the
materials used in their construction. The existence of inscriptions with Quranic verses
and divine names written on them has a unique place in religious architecture, especially
Islamic mosques. The religious verses and themes found on such inscriptions, in addition
to revealing the beautiful word of God, also have a special spiritual meaning for Muslims
and are a reminder of the concept of the oneness and presence of God. Upon entering
the mosque, inscriptions throughout the building invite worshippers to praise God and
help them understand His divine presence everywhere. Among the countless mosques in
Iran, the Jame Mosque of Hamedan, as one of the oldest mosques, has a chain of artistic
and architectural decorations from different Islamic centuries to the contemporary era,
especially in the field of inscriptions. The present article is a theoretical research with
a historical approach in a descriptive-analytical manner, documented by written library
sources and documents and field studies, and its aim is to examine the concepts of the
inscriptions of the Jame Mosque of Hamedan. These inscriptions, along with brickwork
and tiling, in addition to their religious, ideological, and historical message and content,
also reveal brilliant manifestations of Islamic thought, which were created by artists and
calligraphers over a wide range of time periods. In line with the above objective, it can be
concluded that the inscriptions used in the Jame Mosque of Hamadan are executed in
Thuluth script, which, alongside other Islamic calligraphic styles such as Mugqalli Kuficand
Nastalig, adorns both the interior and exterior spaces of the mosque with Quranicverses.
The aforementioned building has been restored and decorated by masters of every era
since the Qajar era, some of whose names are recorded on the walls of the Grand Mosque
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