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Analytical study of the reasons for the Timurids' attention to
Shiites and the development of Shiite religious places

Samaneh hajjarpoor khalaj

Abstract

This research aims to explore the role of the Timurid dynasty (1505-1369) in the
physical and functional development of Islamic holy places (mosques, schools, tombs,
and shrines). The present study seeks to answer the fundamental question of how the
Timurid religious-cultural policies influenced the formation and expansion of these
religious centers. This study was conducted with a historical-analytical approach and a
descriptive-interpretive research method. Research data has been collected through
library studies and examination of primary historical sources (such as texts from the
Timurid period) and contemporary research in the field of Islamic architectural history.
Data analysis was conducted based on content analysis and comparative architectural
studies. The research findings indicate that the Timurids, by adoptingintelligent religious
policies, created and developed unique monument sites in their territory. The most
important achievements of this research are:
1. Identifying the Timurid triple pattern in the development of religious places:
a) Construction of new buildings (such as Goharshad Mosque)
b) Development and restoration of existing buildings (Imam Reza Shrine)
¢) Creation of multi-functional complexes (schools-khangahs).
2. Explaining the connection between the Timurids' political legitimacy and their
investment in religious architecture.
3. Analysis of the stylistic characteristics of Timurid architecture in blessed places,
which was a combination of Iranian, Central Asian elements, and innovations of the
Timurid period.
This research shows that the Timurids, understanding the inextricable link between
political power and religious spaces, systematically developed blessed places. This
policy not only strengthened the foundations of their rule, but also left a lasting legacy
in the history of Islamic architecture.

Keywords: Timurids, Islamic architecture, Blessed places, Religious politics, Political
legitimacy, Goharshad Mosque, Historical-architectural studies.
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