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The boom in the construction and renovation of the tombs of
the Sadat during the Seljuk era (1037-1194 AD); causes and
consequences

Sayyed Hasan Hoseini'

Abstract

The era of Seljuk rule (1194-1037 AD) over Iran is considered one of the flourishing
periods of Imami Shiism. Duringthis period, we are witnessing theincreasing construction
of the tombs of the Sadat and the tendency of people from different religious sects to visit
these blessed monuments. In this era, the Sadats, as one of the privileged social groups,
received more attention from the people than in the past. The purpose of this research,
relying on adescriptive-analytical method, is to answer the question: What factors led to
the boom in the construction and renovation of the tombs of the Sadats? The supposed
answer is that the privileged social status of the Sadats was the reason for the prosperity
of the construction of Sadats tombs. Research findings also confirm this. The boomin the
construction of monument on the tombs of the Sadats, in addition to being indebted to
their privileged social status, was also due to the emergence of prominent Shiite figures
who were active in the construction and renovation of the Sadats ' tombs during this
era. In addition, the people's deep heartfelt belief in Sadat was another factor in paying
attention to their tombs. The construction of numerous tombs for the Sadats improved
their status in the society of that era. Although the excessive attention paid by Shiites
to the construction of the monuments of the Sadats provided grounds for criticism from
their opponents, this, in addition to strengthening the sanctity of the monuments of the
Sadats, resulted in the cohesion and unity of the Shiites and turned these tombs into
cultural poles for the propagation of Shiism.

Keywords: Tombs, Sadats, Seljuk, Iran, Shiism.
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