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The art of tiling in religious places in central and eastern Iran
during the Qajar period, based on the perspective of foreign
tourists

Arman Foruhi’

Abstract

The art of tiling, as one of the most prominent manifestations of Iranian art and
civilization, plays an unparalleled role in architectural decoration, especially in religious
buildings. This research aims to analyze the characteristics of tile art in mosques and
Shrine of Imamzadehs in central and eastern Iran during the Qajar period, through the
study of the perspectives of Western tourists. The research question is focused on the
question of towhat extent the "outside perspective" of these travel writers can be helpful
in identifying the stylistic and functional characteristics, as well as the conservation
status of these works during the historical period of the Qajar period. The research
findings indicate that tiling in the studied areas has significant uniformity and continuity
interms of form and content. Also, the observations of Western travel writers, in addition
to accurately describing the technical and aesthetic characteristics and variety of motifs
(geometric, botanical, inscriptions), also point to the intelligent use of tiles in symbolic
concepts and the decoration of architectural spaces. In addition, travelogues provide
valuable documentation of the state of preservation of artworks during that period,
including damage caused by neglect and theft, which further enhances the importance of
thesesourcesashistoricalevidence. The present study hasbeenIthasbeencompiledwith
a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on library resources, especially travelogues
from the Qajar period.

Keywords: Tiling, Mosque, Imamzadeh, Foreign tourists, Qajar.
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