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Sociological analysis of interactions between Islam and
Christianity in architecture and urban space of the Safavid era
(Comparative study of the Abbasid Jami’

Mosque and Vank Church in Isfahan based on travelogues)

Mohammad Mehrabi kooshki '

Abstract

One of the sociological manifestations of the interactions between Islam and
Christianity is its objective manifestation in the architecture of religious places and its
impact on urban space. Although the combination of these concepts seems far-fetched,
but in the Safavid era and with the policy of resettling Armenians to Isfahan during the
reign of Shah Abbas, this became evident and the social atmosphere of that time was
the cultural intersection of Muslims and Christians in Isfahan. The main topic of this
article is the reflection of these social interactions in the architecture of religious
places, especially the Abbasid Jami’ Mosque and Vank Church, from the perspective of
European tourists. Peter Delavalle, Tavernier, and Jean Chardin are three travelers who
visited Isfahan almost simultaneously with the construction and social splendor of these
buildings during the Safavid period. Considering that they also visited other Christian
and Muslim cities, they provide useful information regarding the subject of this article.
The results of this article, which were obtained through a comparative descriptive and
library study method, are that the architecture of these places is similar inmany cases and
borrows from each other. And according to documents, Christian and Muslim architects
participated in the construction of both buildings, and socially, these places were very
sacred for followers of both religions and led to cultural exchange.

Keywords: Isfahan, Muslims, Armenians, Architecture, Safavids, Travelogue
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Tavernier Jean-Baptiste .(1676) .Les Six Voyages de Jean-Baptiste Tavernier.
Paris.
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