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The role of religious places in giving identity to the Lonban
neighborhood

Case Study: Lonban Mosque

Matin Sadat Eslahi’

Abstract

The concept of neighborhood refers to an area where people interact and live
together. Each neighborhood includes streets, parks, and different physical buildings and
spaces that can encompass social dynamics among the residents of that neighborhood.
Neighborhoods can be very diverse in terms of population, culture, socioeconomic
status, occupation, etc and influence the experiences of those who live there; but still,
neighborhoods often foster a sense of belonging and identity among their residents and
also contribute to social cohesion. Religious places and mosques are considered part of
the social and religious identities of each neighborhood, and examining their role can
highlight its status. The purpose of this study is to investigate the role of the Lonban
Mosque in giving identity to the Lonban neighborhood. This research is descriptive-
analytical and based on library resources. This article, while addressing the history of
the Lonban Mosque, seeks to answer the question of what role and position the Lonban
Mosque plays in giving identity to the Lonban neighborhood. The results of the research
show that Lonban Mosque, as one of the oldest mosques in Isfahan during the Safavid
period, contributed greatly to the development of the religious identity of the Lonban
neighborhood, to the extent that even now, a sense of belonging and local identity can
be seen among the people of that neighborhood due to the performance of religious
customs and rituals and social activities.

Keywords: Tiling, Mosque, Imamzadeh, Foreign tourists, Qajar.
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