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Analyzing the view of the European tourists of the Qajar era
towards the blessed places and monuments of Iran (case study:
Brown, Pollock, Gobineau and Fourie)

Shahla abyar’

Abstract

During the Qajar era, European travel writers traveled to Iran with different goals.
These travelogues are valuable sources that provide an image of the life and culture of
Iran at that time. Among the topics of interest of these travelogues were the blessed
places and monuments of Iran. Regarding the status and importance of the blessed
mouments among Iranians, in this article, the qualitative method of thematic analysis was
usedtoanalyzetheview of the Europeantourists of the Qajar era. From the analysis of the
textual data, the overarching themes of "the origin of Imamzadegan and mouments ", "the
importance of mouments among Iranians", "the connection between security and blessed
mouments " and "the function of holy places" were obtained. The attitude of European
tourists showed that the blessed places in Iran had a hypothetical and unrealistic origin;
In such a way that there are plenty of Imamzadeh in every corner and in every difficult
place. Interms of importance for Iranians, these places include Mecca, Karbala, Mashhad,
Qom and Hazrat Abdul Azim. Asylum and security for wrongdoers was considered a
threat to public security along with personal security. Burying the dead, benefiting from
blessings and material sustenance for the mouments residents, on the one hand, and
acquiring social identity titles for the pilgrims, on the other hand, were obtained in these
reports. Pilgrimage is also reported as a risky journey in order to obtain divine pleasure
and afterlife reward, as a special way of life of Shiites; However, reaching the burials and
discoveringtheremainsfor this purpose,underthetitle of pilgrimage by order of the kings,
also existed. The prohibition of Shiites from visiting places and mouments and the lack of
adequate and correct information of European tourists about these religious places have
caused an inaccurate picture of the origin of religious places and its real function to be
presented by European tourists. Also, the limited stay next to the routes that were less
frequented by Imamzadegan and blessed monuments has added to this factor.

Keywords: Blessed places and monuments, Travelogues of European travelers, Qajar
era, Brown, Pollock, Gobineau, Fourie.
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